
 

 
Page 68 of 776 

Alexandrina Council 
AGENDA 
Monday, 20 March 2023 

 

7.9.  Cr Lou Nicholson - Alexandrina Disaster Response 

Responsible Officer: Nigel Morris (Chief Executive Officer) 

Report Author: Nigel Morris (Chief Executive Officer) 

Prior Resolutions 

Nil 

Motion 

Moved Cr Lou Nicholson 

That Adminstration: 

1. Immediately commission hydrologist services up to the value of $45,000 (with budget 
adjustments at the 3rd quarter budget review) with the resulting report presented to 
Council to: 

• Provide much needed answers to Middleton Residents including: 

o Determine the Middleton Stormwater Catchment Area. 

o Investigate the flow that occurred on 12 November 2022 

o Model future rainfall, the effect, and the likelihood of it occurring again 

o Determine the effect of the tree caught under the Middleton Bridge on the day 
of the event. 

o Determine what mitigation measures can be put in place by Council and other 
agencies to assist in future events, including indicative budget estimates for 
any future work to occur. 

2. Develop a Disaster Response Plan (based on examples of excellence in this field) and 
build capacity to respond to future disasters in our region. Include:  

• Defined mechanisms for activating the Disaster Response 

• Defined roles and accountability for the response 

• Specific community support strategy 

3. Instigate a short-term committee with representatives from the community to help 
guide the development of an Alexandrina Disaster Response Plan (a partnership 
between council and community). 

4. Send a letter to each known Alexandrina resident and business impacted by the 12 
November 2022 storm event, to acknowledge the ongoing impact of the event, provide 
an update on council actions and priorities, give information about available disaster 
services, support and resources (council specific and external agencies), invite 
questions and feedback.  

5. In order to facilitate consideration of financial relief to flood affected residents across 
Alexandrina: 

• That the attached 2022/23 Rate Rebate Application Form be updated to allow 
applications from ratepayers affected by flood events. 

• That Council distribute the updated Rate Rebate Application Form and the 
attached Valuer General Fact Sheet (that details valuations adjustments due to 
natural disasters) on Council’s website, social medial channels and currently 
identified properties. 

• That Rate Rebate Applications be due to return at the end of April 2023 and 
presented to the May 2023 Council Meeting for Council consideration. 
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6. Provide on application “Free Waste Dumping Vouchers” for flood damaged material 
equivalent to two 8 by 5 Trailer Loads for those unable to cover the costs by insurance. 

7. Encourage and support residents across Alexandrina to establish personal household 
disaster plans through making links/resources available on the council website and 
through council communications (e.g. newsletter, social media).  

Reason 

'The 12 November 2022 storm event on the Fleurieu was sudden and severe. It resulted in significant 
damage to properties, business and infrastructure across Alexandrina. Alexandrina council 
responded to the event immediately, however members of our community have united to give 
feedback on how council can step in during the early stages of disaster to support the community 
and coordinate a response for the best possible outcomes.  

The list of Motions here are guided by community feedback and are intended to strengthen council 
support now and for future events.'  

Officer's Advice: If the earlier motion on providing financial assistance is CARRIED, paragraph 5 will 
need to be withdrawn. 

Attachments 

Attachment 1 - Rate Rebate Application Form 

Attachment 2 - River Murray Flood Fact Sheet 
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Attachment 1 - Rate Rebate Application Form 2022-2023 
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Attachment 2 - River Murray Flood Fact Sheet 

 


