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Alexandrina Council 
MINUTES  
Monday, 20 May 2024 

 

8. Administration Reports 

8.1.  Langhorne Creek Discovery Trail - Community Engagement Feedback and Next 
Steps 

C24204 

Moved Cr Sue Miller seconded Cr Milli Livingston  

That Council note and receive the community engagement and consultation feedback report 
on the Langhorne Creek Discovery Trail concept plans. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

C24205 

Moved Cr Peter Oliver seconded Cr Craig Maidment  

That Council: 

1. Note and approve the amended plans for the Langhorne Creek Discovery Trail that 
have been prepared for the submission of a grant funding application, following 
review and consideration of consultation feedback. 

2. Initiate the process of opening a section of road over a portion of the parcel of land 
identified as Certificate of Title Volume 5246 Folio 616 by the deposit for a plan 
pursuant to Section 223LF of the Real Property Act 1886. 

3. Note that should Council be successful in being awarded a grant through the 
Regional Precincts and Partnerships program, and the abovementioned road 
opening process requires actioning, a subsequent report with additional detail will 
be presented to Council.  

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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8. Administration Reports 

8.1.  Langhorne Creek Discovery Trail - Community Engagement Feedback and Next 
Steps 

Responsible Officer: Stacey Bateson (General Manager Community) 

Report Author: Sarah Longden (Senior Town Planner) 

Recommendation 

That Council: 

1. Note and receive the community engagement and consultation feedback report on 
the Langhorne Creek Discovery Trail concept plans 

2. Note and approve the amended plans for the Langhorne Creek Discovery Trail that 
have been prepared for the submission of a grant funding application, following 
review and consideration of consultation feedback 

3. Initiate the process of opening a section of road over a portion of the parcel of land 
identified as Certificate of Title Volume 5246 Folio 616 by the deposit for a plan 
pursuant to Section 223LF of the Real Property Act 1886. 

4. Note that should Council be successful in being awarded a grant through the 
Regional Precincts and Partnerships program, and the abovementioned road 
opening process requires actioning, a subsequent report with additional detail will 
be presented to Council.  

Prior Resolutions 

Meeting Date Agenda 
Item 
Number 

Report Title Resolution 
Number 

18 October 2021 9.3 Langhorne Creek Wine Trail Project ACM211186 

19 June 2023 5.6 QWN - Cr Miller - Langhorne Creek Red Trail  
Project - Status Update & Grant Funding  
Readiness 

N/A 

19 February 2024 8.3 Langhorne Creek Discovery Trail Business 
Case 

C24046 

18 March 2024 5.4 QWN - Cr Miller - Langhorne Creek Discovery 
Trail Consultation 

N/A 

Community Strategic Plan Impact 

LIVEABLE Distinctive townships, places, spaces, and transport networks that 
support active lifestyles vibrant cultures and productive enterprise 

GREEN Climate-ready, a place where nature is valued, and resources are managed 
sustainably and creatively to support a new economy 

CONNECTED Created for, with and by the community. We are safe, healthy and all enjoy 
accessible infrastructure and services 
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Report Objective 

For the Langhorne Creek Discovery Trail (LHCDT) project, this report seeks for Council to receive 
the submissions from the community engagement on the original concept plans, to approve the 
amended concept plans for a grant funding submission and endorse the initiation of the process to 
open a section of road over a portion of a parcel of land for the facilitation of the trail. 

Executive Summary 

In the Langhorne Creek Region, a wine trail project has been under consideration for a number of 
years by the community and industry representatives. Since late 2020, Alexandrina Council have 
been working closely with a key group of Langhorne Creek industry stakeholders to progress a 
project to provide infrastructure, amenity and appropriate opportunities to enable visitors and locals 
to experience the uniqueness of the Langhorne Creek wine region.  

This report seeks for Council to receive the submissions from the community engagement on the 
original concept plans, to approve the amended concept plans and endorse the initiation of the 
process to open a section of road over a portion of a parcel of land for the facilitation of the trail. 

The LHCDT project contains three major elements: 

• Trail infrastructure build that consists of a multi-use pathway and interpretive signage 
providing a way for tourists to navigate a central 2.8km stretch safely and efficiently 

• Working with industry on the development of saleable tourism products that could include 
cellar door experiences, bike hire, tours, indigenous experiences, nature based 
experiences, and history of the Langhorne Creek region. 

• Marketing the discovery trail 

• Concept plans and a supporting business case for the Langhorne Creek Discovery Trail 
were presented to Council at an Information Session on 12 February 2024. The concept 
plans were subsequently endorsed and released for public consultation at the Council 
meeting held 19 February 2024 (C24046). Council have engaged with the community and 
sought their comments on the initial concept plans. This was with the intent that the 
community would provide feedback on the plans and bring rise to any parts of the proposal 
that they believe needed additional consideration or amending.  

External funding is key to the delivery of this project, with an estimated cost of development around 
$7,100,000. The LCDT strongly aligns with the objectives of the Federal initiative - Regional 
Precincts and Partnerships Program (rPPP): 

‘the rPPP seeks to support transformative investment in regional, rural and remote Australia based 
on the principles of unifying regional places, growing economies and serving communities. Unlike 
traditional grant programs, the rPPP will focus on a partnership approach, bringing together 
governments and communities to deliver regional precincts that are tailored to local needs and have 
a shared vision for how that precinct connects to the region.’  

Council are submitting a grant application for the rPPP with an outcome expected to be received by 
September 2024. Following determination, the outcome of the grant application will be presented to 
Council at the soonest convenience. 

Context 

The LHCDT concept plans were released for public consultation between 22 February 2024 and 15 
March 2024, with eighty three (83) responses received during this period. Contained within 
Attachment 1 - Langhorne Creek Discovery Trail Consultation Feedback Report are: 

• methods of consultation and reach for each communication channel 

• analysis of consultation responses  

• segmentation of themes that emerged from consultation 

• proposed action to respond to themes  
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• documentation of future and procedural considerations identified during consultation. 

A full copy of the consultation responses are located in Attachment 2 - Langhorne Creek 
Discovery Trail Consultation Responses.  

General Analysis 

The engagement process for the LCDT was a broad campaign, that was designed to support the 
rPPP grant funding process as well as seek genuine feedback from our community. It began well 
before the formal consultation process, when the project became eligible for the rPPP grant, the 
stakeholder group was reinvigorated, administration presented, and sought feedback on the trail at 
the 2023 Village Conversation, a formal partnership group was established, who facilitated 
engagement with businesses and community. Along with this, administration met on site multiple 
times, supported partnership group consultation and conducted formal consultation of our own, 
through the MySay platform. A detailed analysis of the eighty three (83) responses received during 
the formal consultation period was undertaken by administration. This analysis brought rise to a 
series considerations. Administration, taking into account feedback received during consultation, 
reviewed the proposed route through a variety of lenses, considering functionality, impacts, hazards 
and opportunities. These matters, reviewed in parallel with the consultation feedback and frequency 
with which certain elements were raised, resulted in a series of recommended amendments being 
provided to the design consultants. The summary of suggested amendments/inclusions is detailed 
in Section 4.2 of Attachment 1.  

The recommended amendments and inclusions were presented to the partnership group (Langhorne 
Creek Grape and Wine Association, The Langhorne Creek Hub, Ngarrindjeri Aboriginal Corporation 
and Alexandrina Council) for endorsement at their meeting 03 April 2024 and were supported at this 
meeting. Following this, amended plans reflecting the recommendations were requested from 
Aspect Studios. The amended plans are contained within Attachment C - Langhorne Creek 
Discovery Trail Amended Plans. 

The third part of the Administration recommendation refers to the process of opening a section of 
road pursuant to Section 223LF of the Real Property Act 1886. As detailed in LA-109 & LA-110 of 
the amended plans, the proposed LCDT incorporates a new purpose built pedestrian footbridge over 
a section of the Bremer River. During the planning process, the option to continue the trail over the 
existing vehicle bridge, was considered. This is currently the only option for pedestrian access 
through this area. This option would have resulted in the pathway width being narrowed to 
approximately 1.2 metres in this area, and directly adjacent the carriageway, with no barriers, where 
large agricultural vehicles and trucks are common. The construction of a purpose built pedestrian 
footbridge in this area, eliminates safety concerns and creates continuity and a more streamlined 
user experience along the trail. In order to facilitate the construction of the proposed pedestrian 
bridge as detailed in the plans, a portion of land (currently privately owned) will need to be opened 
as road. This will be undertaken in conjunction with both the Department of Infrastructure and 
Transport and Crown Lands along with the adjoining land owner, noting that early, positive 
discussions with the adjoining land owner have commenced. Should Council be successful in being 
awarded a grant through the Regional Precincts and Partnerships program, and the abovementioned 
road opening process requires actioning, a subsequent report with additional detail will be presented 
to Council. 

An approximate representation of the affected area is marked below: 
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Comparative Analysis 

Langhorne Creek has an opportunity as a unique and accessible destination, to be a hub for 
environmentally sensitive tourism that encourages immersive experiences with intergenerational and 
innovative producers. The Langhorne Creek Discovery Trail has elements comparable to those such 
as: 

• Riesling Trail, Clare Valley 

• Warburton Rail Trail, Yarra Valley 

• Shiraz Trail, McLaren Vale  

• Flat to Vale Trail, McLaren Vale 

• The Barossa Trail, Barossa Valley 

A comparative analysis against these products is contained within the previously presented Business 
case.  

Financial and Economic Implications 

In accordance with the Alexandrina Council's Adopted Budget / Long Term Financial Plan, the 
financial implications of adopting this recommendation are considered low, as there are no financial 
implications associated with receiving the consultation feedback and amended plans for the LHCDT.  

External funding is key to the delivery of this project, with an estimated cost of development around 
$7,100,000. It is envisaged that should Council be successful in obtaining the grant and proceeding 
to construction and delivery, that for any future development to enhance the trail would be considered 
as part of Council's Annual Business Plan and Budget considerations, and ongoing maintenance 
costs will be achieved through annual budget cycles for the management of the asset.  

Risk Management 

In accordance with Alexandrina Council's Risk Assessment Matrix, the risk of adopting this 
recommendation is considered low. This report informs Council of the community interest relating to 
the project and the outcomes from the community engagement process have informed the amended 
plans, which in turn alleviate many of the concerns raised by the community during consultation.  
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Conclusion 

The Langhorne Creek Discovery Trail project is the culmination of many years of work from the 
Langhorne Creek community and businesses, in conjunction with Alexandrina Council. The project 
will deliver on a shared vision to enhance the visitor experience, increase local community access 
and encourage tourism in an environmentally sensitive way. 

Community consultation was conducted to seek feedback on the Langhorne Creek Discovery Trail 
concept plans. This feedback has been fastidiously scrutinised and has subsequently informed the 
amended plans presented to Council with this report for approval for the grant funding submission. 
The Langhorne Creek Discovery Trail will bring a new element of competitiveness to Langhorne 
Creek as a tourism destination and deliver unmatched benefits for both visitors to and the community 
of Langhorne Creek.  

Attachments 

Attachment 1 - Langhorne Creek Discovery Trail Consultation Feedback Report 

Attachment 2 - Langhorne Creek Discovery Trail Consultation Responses 

Attachment 3 - Langhorne Creek Discovery Trail Amended Plans 
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Attachment 1 - Langhorne Creek Discovery Trail Consultation Feedback Report 
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Attachment 2 - Langhorne Creek Discovery Trail Consultation Responses 
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